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t’s two days before my first-ever fashion
week and I'm having a major meltdown.
My Dictaphone is broken, I have the
uncoolest closet in the whole of London
and I've left it too late to book in for the
one beauty treatment I can’t live without - my
lash extensions. I'll be backstage interviewing
some of the world’s top make-up artists,
hairstylists and nail pros with half a set
of balding lashes. Not a good look. On
the plus side, at least I can try out all
the new-season mascara trends...

I panic-dash to Topshop and feel
slightly better after buying a Versace-
inspired silk jacket and a pair of
studded nude flats (I've been told
. that heels are a complete no-go
when you're backstage; running
around London in Louboutins is
arecipe for disaster). Next day in
the office is manic as we’re going
to print, so I have to cancel the
mani and blow-dry I was relying
on to look presentable. Great.

I stay late sorting my 41-show
schedule, then head home for a
long bath, mentally prepping for
the five days of madness ahead.
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InStyle’s beauty assistant Jess Tibbits had never
beento London Fashion Week,so we sent her
backstage to brave the havoc, heat and hairspray
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Jess’s LEW stats

41 catwalk shows
621 photographs

DAY ONE
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who tells me it’s an
“androgynous, futuristic,
Twenties-inspired bob”.
Next up, Felder Felder at LFW’s

Somerset House hub. It’s like

an Alice in Wonderland parallel
universe. Fashion students, models

and bloggers rush around and it’s
wall-to-wall cameras and paps.»
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