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How many products do you
have in your make-up bag? Ten?
Twenty? It’s hard to imagine life
without mascara and lipstick
now, but 100 years ago, the word
“make-up” didn’t even exist.
The cosmetics industry took
off in America, born of a need
to make Hollywood stars look

their best in the silent-film era.
One of the men behind the
make-up revolution was Mr Max

Factor, a Polish wig maker who
emigrated to the USin 1904. He
sold wigs and grease paints to
Hollywood actors and, as word
of his expertise spread, he was
soon advising the movie industry
elite on hair and make-up.

Over the next two decades, he
launched iconic products like
Flexible Greasepaint — the first
modern foundation - and made
products like eyeshadow and
eyebrow pencils available to the
public for the first time. In 1929,
the products and techniques he
pioneered earned him an Oscar
- the ultimate accolade.

Here, as part of Max
Factor’s 100 Years of Glamour
celebrations, we look at the
origins of our modern make-up.

creamy foundation and pressed
powder all in one...a complete
make-up.
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